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22nd January 2024 
E VERY MOMENT MATTERS! 

ANOTHER BUSY WEEK OF EXCITING LEARNING AT PERRAN-AR-WORTHA SCHOOL!  

Our Wagtails were lucky enough to have a visit last week from Mrs Willmore and Mrs Ackner, 
who are both dental hygienists. The children learnt about how to take care of their teeth by hav-
ing healthy food and drink and how to brush their teeth correctly. Finally, they put on a mask and 
gloves and had a go at brushing some giant teeth. Thank you so much to our visitors for sharing 
their knowledge with us and inspiring our young pupils, some of whom may well become dental 
hygienists in the future! 



HISTORY IN THE MAKING...LITERALLY! Last week, our History Lead, Mr Teasdale, took the 

Kingfishers to Truro Museum for an memorable and creative learning experience. As part of 

their history unit on Ancient Greece, the children used clay to make tiles in the shape of Greek 

pots, handling ‘real’ artefacts and recording their learning in a variety of ways to enhance 

their understanding of this unit of history. Fantastic learning and exemplary behaviour—what 

a great way to learn with your peers!  



WARM HATS, GLOVES, COATS AND SCARVES NEEDED! On Friday, our Kingfishers enjoyed a 

rather cold but most enjoyable Forest School session collecting frozen water from the pond, 

lighting fires, building shelters, knot making and keeping the Grow Zone well tended...oh, and 

of course, there’s always time to climb a few trees—a favourite part for many during their  

Forest School session. Coming well armed for very cold weather ensured every child was able 

to enjoy every element of their Fabulous Forest School Friday.  



AND WHAT HAS BEEN GOING ON IN STARLINGS? Last week, as part of their Geography 

unit on Extreme Earth, our Yr3 pupils were immersed in their learning in more ways than 

one! From hiding under tables to understand what it might be like to shelter from a real 

earth quake to making their own seismographs used to measure the severity of a quake.  

QUIET AND SERENE LEARNING IN SKYLARKS… Whilst the Starlings were experiencing earth 

quakes in the classroom next door, our Skylarks were taking things a little more quietly using view 

finders to classify various cloud formations as part of their Physical Geography unit. So if you want 

to know more about Stratus, Cumulus, Nimbus and more, then you may want to chat to our Yr4 

pupils.  



 

 

A NATIONAL CAMPAIGN TO IMPROVE ATTENDANCE FOR ALL 

You may be aware that the Government’s expectation for schools is to ensure pu-

pils’ attendance is at a level that does not affect their learning.  As such, schools 

have been requested to publicise this campaign, launched this January, to help drive 

improvement across all settings with a particular focus on those pupils who are classed as Persistently Absent 

(below 90% attendance) and Severely Absent (below 50%).   

Please note that the campaign messages aim to primarily reach those parents and carers whose children 
are taking preventable odd days of absence – or “avoidable absence” -  rather than children who face 
greater barriers to attendance, such as those with long term medical needs or special educational needs 
and disabilities. 

Educational  Welfare Officers (EWOs) are working more regularly with schools to help support those pupils 

who have been identified as having an attendance of less than 90%. The statistics included below and the 

publicity posters on the next page of this newsletter have been provided by the Government to share with 

parents. Please note that if your child’s attendance falls below 90% it is likely that the EWO will be in con-

tact with you to discuss the reasons why and to provide support to improve your child’s attendance.  

As a school we start to closely monitor a pupil’s attendance once it drops below 95%. We also closely moni-

tor those pupils who are regularly late arriving at school. We understand that illness is often the main factor 

affecting a child’s attendance, however, if term time holidays are also being taken, then the combination of 

illness and term time holidays can seriously affect your child’s attendance at school and can have a negative 

impact on their progress. Schools are also expected to look for any patterns in absence i.e. similar days ab-

sent during the week or siblings or friends often being absent at the same time.  

We ask that you support your child’s learning by not taking term time holidays and only keeping your child 

off school if you feel they are really too poorly to access any learning. If you are concerned about your 

child’s attendance and would like some support, then please do not hesitate to get in touch. This week we 

will be sending out your child’s attendance certificate to provide you with their updated attendance percent-

age. These certificates will show how the percentage of absence relates to the number of hours of lost 

learning.  

The link between attendance and attainment is clear: 

• In 2018/19, just 40% of persistently absent (PA) children in KS2 achieved expected KS2 standards, com-

pared with 84% of pupils who were regular attenders. 

• And 36% of PA children in KS4 got 9 to 4 in their English and maths GCSEs, also compared with 84% of reg-

ular attenders.  

And it’s never too late to benefit from good attendance: 

• More than half (54%) of pupils who were PA in Year 10 and then rarely absent in Year 11, passed at least 5 

GCSEs, compared to 36% of pupils who were persistently absent in both years 

But attendance is important for more than just attainment: 

• Regular school attendance can facilitate positive peer relationships, which is a protective factor for mental 

health and wellbeing.  

LINK: Is my child too ill for school?  

LINK: A guide for parents on school attendance. 

https://www.nhs.uk/live-well/is-my-child-too-ill-for-school/#:~:text=It's%20fine%20to%20send%20your,to%20wash%20their%20hands%20regularly.
https://assets.childrenscommissioner.gov.uk/wpuploads/2022/12/aaa-guide-for-parents-on-school-attendance.pdf




TEAM POINT CERTIFICATE WINNERS 15th January 2024 

BRONZE CERTIFICATE – 50 TEAM POINTS 

Year 3: Maria 

Year 5: Primrose 

SILVER CERTIFICATE – 100 TEAM POINTS 

Reception: Ina 

Year 1: Charlotte, Ruan, Elspeth, Isaac and Agnes 

Year 2: Henry and Lauren 

Year 3: Sienna, Eva, Charlie and Raffy 

Year 4: Felix, Juno and Darcy 

Year 6: Ella, Ollie, Myah and Isla 

GOLD CERTIFICATE – 150 TEAM POINTS 

Year 3: Daphne, Lottie, Tamsyn, Evelyn 

Year 4: Adella 

Year 6: Lily-Rose 

Parenting programmes 

Did you know that Cornwall Council are offering a range of Par-
enting programmes, which include workshops and/or groups 
that support you with some of the challenges of being a parent? 
Cornwall Council have identified that Parents often say that 
they learn a great deal from each other and enjoy the support 
that a group provides. Cornwall Council are now offer a selec-
tion of free workshops, whatever the age or needs of your child. 

These workshops cover the following: 

 Pre-birth/antenatal 

 Parents/carers of children aged 0 to 3 years 

 Parents/carers of children aged 4 to 11 years 

 Parents/carers of children and young people aged 12 to 17 years 

 Parents/carers of children and young people aged 18 to 25 years 

 Supporting Healthy Relationships 

If you are interested in  finding out more, please click on this LINK to take you to the webpage.  

https://www.cornwall.gov.uk/health-and-social-care/childrens-services/parenting/










 

 

 

 

 

Tuesday, 23rd January: Bag2School (please drop off bag in the school shelter on this day) 

Friday, 26th January: Starlings Bake Sale 

Friday, 2nd February: School Disco at the Village Hall (KS1 5.45pm to 6.30pm and KS2 

7pm to 8pm) 

WB 5th February: Children’s Mental Health week 

Tuesday, 6th February: FOPS Meeting (all welcome) 

WB Monday, 12th February: HALF TERM WEEK 

WB 26th February: Progress Review Meetings 

Tuesday, 5th March: St Piran’s Day 

Wednesday, 6th March: Songfest at Truro Cathedral  

Thursday, 7th March: World Book Day (Come dressed as your favourite book character) 

WB 11th March: Cornwall Music Festival for those taking part 

Tuesday, 26th March: Yr3, 4 and 5 Spring Play and KS2 Spring Concert at the 

Village Hall (more information about arrangements to be confirmed closer to the date). 

WB 25th March: Autism Acceptance Week 

Thursday, 28th March: Last day of term 

Friday 29th March to Sunday, 14th April: EASTER BREAK 

Please note that there may be further dates added as the year progresses. If any dates need changing 

due to unforeseen circumstances, then we will give you as much notice as possible. We will keep you 

informed of any changes and additions on our weekly newsletter and via dojo.  


