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Celebrate your commitment to building essential skills 



Descriptor 1A: Reflection

skillsbuilder.uk

Descriptor 1A
The language of essential skills is used across almost all areas of school or college life and 

among almost all members of the community, including learners, educators and leaders.

How have you achieved this descriptor?

At Perran-ar-Worthal, the language of essential skills is embedded throughout everyday 

school life and is consistently used by learners, teachers, support staff and leaders. Essential 

skills are explicitly referred to during lessons, assemblies, enrichment activities and pastoral 

support, helping learners recognise and develop the skills they need for learning, work and 

life. Staff use a shared vocabulary when giving feedback, setting targets and celebrating 

achievements, enabling learners to reflect on and articulate their progress with confidence. 

This is evident across the school day, for example, when teachers refer to specific skills 

during lessons, such as encouraging learners to use communication skills when sharing 

ideas, teamwork skills during group tasks, and problem-solving skills when approaching 

challenges. In assemblies, learners are regularly reminded of the importance of essential 

skills and how they link to being successful learners and responsible members of the 

community. We present Learner of the Week and Citizen of the Week certificates that are 

based around Skills Builder skills and celebrate how children have applied these skills in 

lessons and wider school life. This consistent approach ensures that essential skills are 

understood, valued and reinforced across the whole school community.



Descriptor 1A: Evidence

skillsbuilder.uk

Please include your evidence for this descriptor here:

Descriptor 1A
The language of essential skills is used across almost all areas of school or college life and 

among almost all members of the community, including learners, educators and leaders.

We regularly keep our parents up to date with skills 

builder. (part of newsletter showing links)
I deliver a skills builder assembly every other 

week focusing on a specific skill. (example of 

slides from assembly)

Planning includes 

reference to skills 

builder skill 

appropriate to the 

year group.

We have a dedicated 

area to skills builder 

on our website.

https://www.perran-ar-

worthal.cornwall.sch.u

k/web/skills_builder/6

99318

Learner and 

citizen of the 

week



Descriptor 1B: Reflection

skillsbuilder.uk

Descriptor 1B
Almost all internal and external events, such as assemblies, staff meetings, parent meetings and 

other events, regularly reference essential skills.

How have you achieved this descriptor?

At Perran-ar-Worthal essential skills are regularly promoted through both internal and 

external events across the school. Assemblies celebrate and recognise learners' 

development of essential skills, while staff meetings provide opportunities to share effective 

practice and ensure a consistent whole-school approach. Parents' evenings, transition 

events, open evenings and curriculum information sessions highlight the importance of 

essential skills and how they are developed across the curriculum. Displays, newsletters, 

celebration events and communications with governors and community partners further 

reinforce the school's commitment to developing essential skills, ensuring they are visible, 

understood and valued by the entire school community.



Descriptor 1B: Evidence

skillsbuilder.uk

Please include your evidence for this descriptor here:

Descriptor 1B
Almost all internal and external events, such as assemblies, staff meetings, parent meetings and 

other events, regularly reference essential skills.

Children receive team points 

for using skills builder skills.

We regularly keep our parents up to date 

with skills builder. (part of newsletter 

showing links)

An example of a year 3 classroom display 

where the year group level is highlighted

An example of a slide from a training 

session I delivered to the governors.



Descriptor 1C: Reflection

skillsbuilder.uk

Descriptor 1C Almost all educators recognise learner effort and achievement in relation to essential skills.

How have you achieved this descriptor?

We consistently recognise and celebrate learners' effort and achievement in developing 

essential skills. Staff use a shared language to provide meaningful feedback during lessons, 

acknowledge progress through praise and rewards, and highlight examples of learners 

demonstrating skills such as creativity, critical thinking, communication and problem-solving. 

Achievement in essential skills is also recognised through assemblies, displays, certificates 

and wider school communications, helping learners understand the value of these skills and 

motivating them to continue developing them across all aspects of school life. We will also be 

reporting on skills builder progress in pupil reports from next year.



skillsbuilder.uk

Please include your evidence for this descriptor here:

Descriptor 1C: Reflection

Descriptor 1C Almost all educators recognise learner effort and achievement in relation to essential skills.

Children receive team points 

for using skills builder skills. Children in each class are recognised for their skills 

builder skills.



Descriptor 1D: Reflection

skillsbuilder.uk

Descriptor 1D
Almost all classrooms and other places have visual cues and reminders of the skills, such as 

posters on display.

How have you achieved this descriptor?

Essential skills are highly visible throughout the school environment. All classrooms and key 

learning spaces display consistent visual prompts, including Skills Builder posters, skill icons, 

learner-friendly descriptors and examples of the essential skills in action. Corridors, 

communal areas, the hall and playground also reinforce the language of essential skills 

through displays. These visual reminders help learners make connections between their 

learning and the essential skills they are developing every day.



skillsbuilder.uk

Please include your evidence for this descriptor here:

Descriptor 1D: Reflection

Descriptor 1D
Almost all classrooms and other places have visual cues and reminders of the skills, such as 

posters on display.

Year 4 classroom display where the 

level 4 of each skill is highlighted.

Display in the hall for the children to 

refer to

On the door to our 

main hall we have 

a display of the 

current skill we are 

teaching in class. 

This changes 

every 3 weeks

Display on playground 

fence.



Descriptor 2A: Reflection

skillsbuilder.uk

Descriptor 2A
Almost all year groups and classes have regular and planned opportunities to learn and practise 

essential skills.

How have you achieved this descriptor?

At Perran-ar-worthal we timetable skills builder lessons. All year groups have regular, 

planned opportunities to develop and practise essential skills through a dedicated weekly 

Skills Builder lesson, which is timetabled for every class. In these lessons we teach the 

provided structured programme that explicitly teaches and reinforces the eight essential skills 

through age-appropriate activities, reflection and discussion. Beyond these timetabled 

sessions, learners are encouraged to apply and further develop their essential skills across 

the curriculum and in wider school experiences, ensuring that skills development is 

progressive, consistent and embedded throughout their time at school. 



Descriptor 2A: Evidence

skillsbuilder.uk

Please include your evidence for this descriptor here:

Descriptor 2A
Almost all year groups and classes have regular and planned opportunities to learn and practise 

essential skills.

Most lesson plans include the skills builder 

icons and are discussed in lessons. 

In this example, the children are using their 

speaking and listening skills to explain who they 

agree/disagree with.



Descriptor 3A: Reflection

skillsbuilder.uk

Descriptor 3A Almost all educators regularly use assessment to inform teaching of essential skills.

How have you achieved this descriptor?

All educators regularly use assessment to inform the teaching and development of essential 

skills across the school. Twice each half term, staff meetings provide dedicated time for 

teachers to review learner progress, discuss strengths and areas for development, and 

update assessment grids on the Skills Builder website. This collaborative approach ensures 

that staff have an accurate understanding of learners’ skill development and can adapt 

lessons, provide targeted support and plan appropriate next steps. Regular assessment and 

professional dialogue help to ensure that essential skills teaching is responsive, consistent 

and supports the progress of all learners.



Descriptor 3A: Evidence

skillsbuilder.uk

Please include your evidence for this descriptor here:

Descriptor 3A Almost all educators regularly use assessment to inform teaching of essential skills.

Here is the year 3 data that 

has been added to the skills 

builder website.

An overview of the school data



Descriptor 4A: Reflection

skillsbuilder.uk

Descriptor 4A Almost all educators directly teach essential skills using steps from the Universal Framework.

How have you achieved this descriptor?

At Perran-ar-worthal we directly teach essential skills using the steps and progression 

outlined in the Universal Framework. Staff use the framework to plan and deliver structured 

lessons that explicitly develop learners’ skills, ensuring that teaching is matched to learners’ 

individual stages of development. As we embed this into our school we teach level 3 to year 

3, level 4 to year 4 etc. However, we are aware that as it is embedded that we may need to 

adjust these levels. Through modelling, guided practice, reflection and opportunities to apply 

skills in different contexts, we help learners understand how to improve and transfer these 

skills across subjects and wider life experiences. This consistent approach ensures that 

essential skills are taught progressively and embedded throughout the school curriculum.



Descriptor 4A: Evidence

skillsbuilder.uk

Please include your evidence for this descriptor here:

Descriptor 4A Almost all educators directly teach essential skills using steps from the Universal Framework.

Skills builder is timetabled into all 

classes on a Monday afternoon for 

30-40 minutes.



Descriptor 4B: Reflection

skillsbuilder.uk

Descriptor 4B
Timetables or plans show that almost all learners receive dedicated time for essential skills, 

pitched at an appropriate step.

How have you achieved this descriptor?

Timetables and curriculum plans demonstrate that all learners receive dedicated time to 

develop essential skills through a weekly timetabled Skills Builder lesson. These sessions are 

carefully planned and delivered at an appropriate step within the Universal Framework, 

ensuring that learning is matched to each learner’s current level of skill development. 

Teachers use assessment information and the Skills Builder progression framework to select 

suitable activities, provide appropriate challenge and ensure that all learners make progress. 

This planned approach ensures that essential skills development is consistent, progressive 

and embedded across all year groups.



Descriptor 4B: Evidence

skillsbuilder.uk

Please include your evidence for this descriptor here:

Descriptor 4B
Timetables or plans show that almost all learners receive dedicated time for essential skills, 

pitched at an appropriate step.

After assessing the class the teacher 

will teach the appropriate level of skills 

builder skill to their class one a week, 

for 3 weeks before moving on to the 

next skill.



Descriptor 5A: Reflection

skillsbuilder.uk

Descriptor 5A
Almost all educators provide regular opportunities for learners to practise essential skills across 

the curriculum in different subject areas.

How have you achieved this descriptor?

We provide regular opportunities for learners to practise and apply essential skills across a 

wide range of curriculum areas. Teachers plan opportunities for learners to develop skills 

such as communication, teamwork, problem solving, creativity and leadership within their 

subject lessons. For example, in English, learners develop communication and creativity 

skills through discussions, presentations and extended writing; in Mathematics, they apply 

problem solving and critical thinking when tackling complex challenges; in Science, they use 

teamwork and evaluation skills through investigations and practical experiments. Across the 

curriculum, learners are encouraged to recognise when they are using essential skills and 

reflect on how these skills support their learning and progress.



Descriptor 5A: Evidence

skillsbuilder.uk

Please include your evidence for this descriptor here:

Descriptor 5A
Almost all educators provide regular opportunities for learners to practise essential skills across 

the curriculum in different subject areas.

Skills builder skills are 

planned into lessons and 

discussed in all classes.



Descriptor 5B: Reflection

skillsbuilder.uk

Descriptor 5B Many extracurricular activities provide opportunities for learners to practise essential skills.

How have you achieved this descriptor?

Many extracurricular activities provide valuable opportunities for learners to practise and develop 

essential skills that support both their education and future careers. Activities such as Lego 

League encourage learners to develop problem-solving, creativity, teamwork and critical-thinking 

skills. While working on challenges and building projects, learners must communicate ideas, 

share responsibilities and find solutions to problems together.

Tech Girls provides opportunities for learners to strengthen their digital skills, confidence and 

ability to work collaboratively. Through technology-based activities, learners can develop 

creativity, learn how to use digital tools effectively and gain experience in completing projects.

Sports clubs also help learners develop important skills. Participating in team sports teaches 

communication, cooperation, leadership, discipline and resilience. Learners have to work 

towards shared goals, manage challenges and learn from both success and failure.

The Youth Speaks competition gives learners the opportunity to practise public speaking, 

research, communication and critical-thinking skills. Learners must organise their ideas, present 

arguments clearly and respond confidently to others.

Overall, these extracurricular activities allow learners to apply skills in practical and enjoyable 

situations. They help learners become more confident, independent and capable of working with 

others, while preparing them for challenges in their education, personal lives and future 

workplaces.



Descriptor 5B: Evidence

skillsbuilder.uk

Please include your evidence for this descriptor here:

Descriptor 5B Many extracurricular activities provide opportunities for learners to practise essential skills.



Descriptor 6A: Reflection

skillsbuilder.uk

Descriptor 6A
The school or college makes provision for almost all learners to have experiences to apply 

essential skills. These might include project-based learning, self-led projects, or challenges.

How have you achieved this descriptor?

Lego League provides learners with opportunities to take part in project-based learning, where they work 

together to design, build and test solutions to challenges. This allows learners to apply skills such as 

teamwork, communication, creativity, problem-solving and critical thinking in an authentic context.

Our Year 6 Science Fair gives learners the opportunity to lead their own investigations and share their 

findings with others. Learners develop skills in planning, researching, analysing information, drawing 

conclusions and presenting their work confidently. They are encouraged to take ownership of their projects 

and demonstrate independence in their learning.

Science Day provides a further opportunity for learners across the school to engage in practical challenges 

and scientific activities. Learners can explore ideas, ask questions, investigate problems and work 

collaboratively, helping them to apply their knowledge in new and exciting ways.

Our Year 6/EYFS buddy scheme also provides valuable opportunities for learners to develop essential 

interpersonal and leadership skills. Year 6 learners take responsibility for supporting and encouraging 

younger children, developing their communication, empathy, patience, confidence and sense of 

responsibility. EYFS learners benefit from positive relationships with older pupils and are encouraged to 

develop their own confidence and independence.

Together, these opportunities ensure that learners can apply essential skills in a wide range of real-life and 

meaningful situations.

All classes take part in a residential camp or away day and these are the perfect opportunity to use the 

skills builder skills independently.



Descriptor 6A: Evidence

skillsbuilder.uk

Please include your evidence for this descriptor here:

Descriptor 6A
The school or college makes provision for almost all learners to have experiences to apply 

essential skills. These might include project-based learning, self-led projects, or challenges.

Year 6 

planned and 

delivered a 

science fair 

for the rest of 

the school.

Year 6 camp



Descriptor 6B: Reflection

skillsbuilder.uk

Descriptor 6B
Many learners apply and develop essential skills through experiences of the world of work, such 

as visits, volunteering or work experience.

How have you achieved this descriptor?

Many learners have opportunities to apply and develop essential skills through a wide range of experiences that connect 

their learning to the wider world. Educational visits, residential experiences and practical activities allow learners to develop 

independence, confidence, communication, teamwork and problem-solving skills in new and unfamiliar environments.

Throughout the year, learners have taken part in a variety of experiences designed to broaden their understanding of the 

world around them. Our Year 6 learners visited Bodmin Jail, where they were able to develop their knowledge of local history 

and understand more about life in the past. The visit encouraged learners to ask questions, engage with new information 

and discuss their experiences with others.

Year 3 learners took part in kayaking, providing an opportunity to develop resilience, cooperation and confidence while 

learning a new skill. Year 4 learners enjoyed surfing and a sleepover at school, which helped them to build independence, 

manage new challenges and strengthen relationships with their peers. Our Year 5 and 6 camp also provided valuable 

opportunities for learners to develop teamwork, leadership, communication and self-management skills as they experienced 

activities away from home.

Our younger learners have also benefited from opportunities to explore the world beyond the classroom. Years 1 and 2 

enjoyed a farm visit, allowing them to learn about farming, animals and the environment through first-hand experiences.

These opportunities help learners to transfer the skills they develop in school into real-life situations. By experiencing new 

environments and taking part in practical activities, learners become more confident, resilient and independent, while 

developing essential skills that will support them throughout their education and future lives.

Our Year 6 learners also develop essential skills through their annual school play, where they build confidence, 

communication, teamwork and creativity while working together towards a shared goal and performing to an audience.



Descriptor 6B: Evidence

skillsbuilder.uk

Please include your evidence for this descriptor here:

Descriptor 6B
Many learners apply and develop essential skills through experiences of the world of work, such 

as visits, volunteering or work experience.

Year 6 play Year 5 camp
Year 6 camp
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